j68	THE LAST GENRO
I came into contact with the Marquis at the time he and my teacher,
Nakae, and others organized that short-lived Oriental Liberal News-
paper. He never boasted about himself. My teacher used to say that
Marquis Saionji was too serene and unselfish to be a politician. What
I want him to emphasize when he becomes a dominating factor in the
country is the social side of national affairs. See, in 1872 there were
only thirty-three million Nipponese. In the last twenty-five years the
population jumped to forty-three million, yet nothing has been done
to better their lot. The average person is left at the mercy of the
upper economic class—"
They stared at him uncomprehendingly.
Takekoshi ventured: "Sakai is ahead of our times. In our country
the problem of labor and capital is not serious yet. We have too few
factories, and the farmers are accustomed to their hard life."
Sweat streamed from Sakai's forehead* He kept on talking, his
shoulders lifted and his kimono sleeves tucked up: "True, but if these
economic and social disparities are neglected they will some day shake
the governmental structure of the country. To deal with these new
problems adequately, our leaders must know something about the new
political philosophy, Socialism—"
"Already the talk of Socialism is sending shivers down the backs
of our public men, Genro Ito, for instance," Takekoshi interrupted,
"is such an able man, but he is frightened—"
"Nonsense." Sakai came back quickly. "Since we have accepted
Western industrialism, the application of the principles of the Second
Internationale will be the only solution. It will not disturb the economic
and political order of the nation if properly applied. Whether you like
it or not, Takekoshi, it will come with tremendous force. Our new
kbor movement is the best example. The oppressed class is waking
up. In the Western countries, where the industrial stage has advanced,
the labor movement is also forging ahead. In Paris, May Day was first
observed in 1890, while I was there."
The animated Sakai continued to discuss Socialism, finishing with his
experiences at the Conference of the Second Internationale, which
was held in 1891 in Brussels. He looked at Saionji who had also been
there. Since Sakai's return from Belgium, he did not let anyone forget
that he had represented the Nipponese Socialists abroad.
Kunigata finished reading from Saionji's autobiography.
Takekoshi turned to him and asked; "Well, at any rate, there are

